The  Crowd in  Peace and War

" Origin of Species " was a far more important event in the
world's history than, let us say, the opening of docks at
Liverpool; but the one was the act of an individual
addressing individuals, the other the concern of a crowd:
hence the propriety of the intervention of royalty to give
public recognition in the latter case but not in the former.

If sin be defined as an action done by an individual to
the detriment of the crowd to which he belongs, and the
largest category of sins is certainly of that sort, it follows
that an individual who in fact incorporates his crowd and
cannot act but in conformity with it, cannot sin. A king,
therefore, can do no wrong when he is acting publicly as
king; whilst constitutional securities prevent him from
publicly acting in any other way. Thus too the Pope is
of necessity infallible, from the point of view of his crowd,
when he speaks ex cathedra and de fide, that is to say
under the restrictive control of all those securities which
in fact provide that he shall voice the sentiments of the
crowd which he officially incorporates. His infallibility
cannot, ex hypothesi, extend beyond the limits of the
crowd for which and by which he speaks, like the infalli-
bility which in the law courts belongs to a final Court of
Appeals, the difference being that the one applies to the
domain of faith, the other to the domain of affairs. But
faith is the principal affair of a church, so that the analogy
between the two is complete. The judgment uttered is
for men to guide their actions by; as to its soundness the
future will more or less impartially decide.

The murder of a king is a more heinous offence than
the murder of an ordinary individual, because it is a more

direct injury done to a crowd, and this is true whether
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